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Dear Students and Parents of East Middle School;
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Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! 

The Parent/Student handbook is  full of important information that can help you have a successful
school year if you take time to read it.  Please, take some time to go over this information together as
we believe it will answer questions that might arise over the course of the year.  If you have any
questions or concerns,  reach out to us so that we can support you and answer your questions.  AFter
reading the Student/Parent Handbook, we require  a parent/guardian signature on the Signature Page
located at the bottom of this document.  Your signature  indicates that you are aware of our policies,
rules, and procedures governing EMS and that you agree to supporting those policies/procedures. We
believe that this will help everyone with having a safe, productive and fun year.

We hope that you enjoy your experience at EMS!  Please allow us to serve you in any manner we are
able so that you can be engaged, equipped and empowered during your time with us.

Sincerely,

Jayson Thomas, Principal
Linda Flohr, Assistant Principal

School Overview - (Where we came from and where we are going)
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Brief History of East Middle School
East Middle School is a public school located in Grand Junction, CO. It was built in 1970 and
has 405 students in grades 6-8 with a student-teacher ratio of 17 to 1. East Middle School also
has the Challenge Program. The Challenge Program is a district-wide program for
academically-gifted middle school students. The program focuses on high student
achievement with commensurate academic growth through rigorous study. The program is
designed to facilitate learning along a flexible continuum that is paced to fit individual needs
and offers acceleration and enrichment.  East Middle School is located next to Washington
Park where the first elementary school in Grand Junction was built.

“The Washington School was constructed in 1922 during the mining boom in response to parental concerns
that elementary age children had to walk too far to get to school from newer homes on what was then the
outskirts of Grand Junction. At first, elementary students were housed in the basement of Grand Junction
High School at 9th Street and Chipeta Avenue. Then, because the school district only had $5,000, parents
pitched in for the construction of a new elementary school on the northeast corner of 9th and Chipeta (the
location of the current East Middle School). The principal, Ada B. Copeland drew the building plans, male
faculty and townsmen built the school, and female faculty and townswomen painted it. The school opened in
September 1922. It was a four room school. When Tope Elementary opened in 1941, students were
transferred there. The school was used for storage and some school classes until 1980, when it was torn
down. *Information for this note was taken from In the Beginning... A History of the Districts and Schools that
became Mesa County Valley School District Number 51 by Albert and Terry LaSalle”.

East Middle Quick Facts

School Mascot

East Middle School “Cheetahs”

School Colors Orange, White &  Black

School Motto A Building with Four Walls and Tomorrow
Inside
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School Pledge I am a Cheetah and I pledge to:

Be POSITIVE
I will control how I view myself, others, and

school while seeing obstacles as opportunities.

Be RESPECTFUL
I will consider the feelings of others

in all I say or do.

Be a person of INTEGRITY
I will do the right things when no one is watching.

Be DISCIPLINED
I will do my best inside and outside of the

classroom to prepare myself for
learning and growing.

Show EXCELLENCE
I will give it my all at all times.

Middle School Philosophy
School District 51 middle school programs are designed to help students develop and expand
their abilities, interests, and skills. All programs are based on the school district’s goals, aims,
content standards, and program and course goals, and furnish students with a wide variety of
education experiences. Middle schools, grades 6-8, provide a continuation of the general
education program which began in elementary school. Middle and high school students are
required to take English language arts, social studies, mathematics, and science every year.
The middle school program also includes courses in art, technology education, physical
education, and music.

OUR Vision Statement
Building a Better Tomorrow through

Encouraging Growth
Exploring Passions
Sparking Curiosity

● Encouraging learners to grow academically and socially during their middle school
years so that they can achieve in and out of the classroom.

● Exploring learners seek out things they are passionate about in order to discover new
ways of learning and how they might demonstrate their mastery of standards.
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● Sparking curiosity in learners so that they attempt new things whether it be
academically or extra curricularly.

D51 Mission Statement
"Engage, Equip, and Empower our learning community today for a limitless tomorrow."

● Engage learners where they are individually and guide them on a challenging path at
their own pace.

● Equip learners with the educational tools they need to succeed as lifelong learners and
community members.

● Empower learners to find their own place in life and feel their education has prepared
them for every stage of life.

OUR HOPE
Is that you feel welcomed at East Middle School and are as excited to be here as we are excited to
have you here.  Our hope is that our campus will be safe for everyone entering it.  Our hope is that
you will flourish academically, socially and emotionally during your middle school years.  Our hope is
that students will attend school regularly and that they will be respected and valued.

STAFF LIST

Staff Member Name Grades Content, Department, Role

xxx 6 6th Grade Math, 6th Grade Challenge Math

Jeffrey Hansen 6 6th Grade Social Studies, 6th Grade Challenge Social Studies

Kristen Dravage-Smith 6 6th Grade English Language Arts, 6th Grade Social Studies

Eric Gil 6 6th Grade Math, 6th Grade Science

Kate Kindall 6
6th Grade English Language Arts, 6th Grade Challenge English Language
Arts

Sarah Rath 6 6th Grade Science, 6th Grade Challenge Science

Brandon Stanfield 7 7th Grade Social Studies, 7th Grade Challenge Social Studies

xxx 7 7th Grade Science, 7th Grade Challenge Science

xxx 7
7th Grade English Language Arts, 7th Grade Challenge English Language
Arts

xxx 7 7th Grade Math, 7th Grade Challenge Math

xxx 7 7th Grade Tech Ed./STEM

Bryan Carei 8 8th Grade Social Studies, 8th grade Challenge Social Studies

Jamie Somerville 8 8th Grade English Language Arts, 8th Grade Social Studies
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Grigoriy Bolotin 8 8th Grade Science, 8th Grade Challenge H.S. Biology

Patrick Roenicke 8
8th Grade English Language Arts, 8th Grade Challenge English Language
Arts

Thea McGaffey 8 8th Grade Math, 8th Grade Algebra, 8th Grade Science

Nick Bietz 8 8th Grade Math, 8th Grade Challenge Math

Aaron Moreno 6-8 Elective: Orchestra and Choir

Jen Daigle 6-8 Elective: Band and Music

Char Hacker 6-8 Para General Education Music

Jennifer Koch 6-8 Elective: Art

Jennifer Chapelle 6-8 Elective: Computer Tech

Mickey Mantlo 6-8 Elective: Physical Education

xxx 6-8 Para Physical Education

Tina Sleigh 6-8 Gifted and Talented Teacher and Challenge Program Coordinator

Allysone Moore 6-8 School Counselor for student’s last name A-M

xxx 6-8 School Counselor for student’s  last name N-Z

xxx 6-8 CLD (formerly ESL)

Jessica Frye Nurse

Katelin
Stinecipher-Gumfory 6-8 Para Health Assistant

Diana Velasco 6-8 Custodian Lead (Daytime)

Coco Maestas 6-8 Custodian (Evening)

Rod Ormsby 6-8 Custodian (Evening)

Ed Clark Special Education Moderate Needs

Melissa McClure 6-8 Special Education Moderate Needs

Savannah Newbold 6-8 Special Education Moderate Needs

Nikki Chensee 6-8 Teacher of Deaf

xxx 6-8 Para Special Education

Kelly Bowen 6-8 Mental Health Therapist

xxx 6-8 School Psychologist

Sheila Wickre 6-8 Nutritional Services-Manager

Rosie Gibson 6-8 Nutritional Services-Associate

Jenn Cochran 6-8 Secretary of Finances and Administration

Gina Collins 6-8 Attendance Secretary and Registrar

Jayson Thomas Principal

Linda Flohr Asst. Principal
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EMS PRIDE
Behavior Expectations
P Positive

Use appropriate, respectful, and
positive language with peers and
adults.

R Respect Listen, acknowledge, and respond to
directives and requests.

I Integrity
Respect property and personal space
and transition respectfully and
efficiently.

D Determination Be in class on time or have a pass, do
your best, and ask for help.

E Excellence
Be prepared, stay on task, and
contribute to the positive learning
environment.
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EMS PRIDE
Behavior Expectations

P Positive

Use appropriate, respectful, and positive
language with peers and adults.

Rule Violations: Engaging in teasing, taunting, put-downs,
profanity, yelling, intimidation, or name calling.

Extreme Rule Violations: Threats, inappropriate/abusive
language towards others, bullying

R Respect

Listen, acknowledge, and respond to directives
and requests.

Rule Violations: Arguing, back-talking, ignoring, and/or saying
no

Extreme Rule Violations: Refusal using loud, hostile language
after an adult has stated what is expected; running away from
an adult

I Integrity

Respect property and personal space and
transition respectfully and efficiently.

Rule Violations: Inappropriate touching, breaking property or
supplies, physical altercations, rough housing, throwing
objects; engaging in deliberate acts to annoy, tease, provoke,
or bother peers; loitering or walking friends to classes

Extreme Rule Violations: Fighting, theft, vandalism, bullying,
sexual harassment, or physical aggression

D Determination

Be in class on time or have a pass, do your best,
and ask for help.

Rule Violations: Arriving late to class, sleeping in class,
unwillingness to start or try a task/assignment, refusal to ask
for or accept help

Extreme Rule Violations: Chronic tardiness and/or absences,
ongoing work refusal, or frequent and/or multiple missing
assignments
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E Excellence

Be prepared, stay on task, and contribute to the
positive learning environment.

Rule Violations: Not having supplies, materials, or assignments
for class, distracting self or others, lack of focus on task, failure
to follow class SOPs, lack of class participation or engagement

Extreme Rule Violations: Hostile and/or blatant refusal to
engage

ATTENDANCE POLICIES

Belief Statements about Attendance
There is a direct relationship between academic and social-emotional success and attending
school. It is our hope that students attend all day and every day in an effort to reduce the
national trend of chronic absenteeism. Students having good attendance achieve better
grades, are more responsible, and gain more from the school experience than those who have
poor attendance. It is expected that students will attend school regularly, and will be on time for
classes in order to maximize the benefits they can expect from school.

Procedures when absent from school
Parents/Guardians of students who are absent from school are asked to telephone the
Attendance Office (254-5020) between 7:20 a.m. and 3:20 p.m., the day of the absence or
tardy and inform the school of the reason for the absence or tardy. If the Attendance Office
does not receive a call, the absence is unexcused.

Excused and unexcused admits
According to the Colorado School Attendance Law (22-23-104), the following conditions
excuse a student from compulsory school attendance:

1. Temporary illness or injury or an absence approved by school administrators (doctor’s
appointments (w/note), field trips, prearranged absences, etc. fall into this category).

2. Absences for an extended period of time due to physical, emotional, or mental disability
(w/note).

3. In custody of the court system or a law enforcement authority (w/note).
4. Student participation in a religious observance approved by the School District.

Notes
● Oversleeping, babysitting, car problems, missing the school bus or your ride are not

excused absences or tardies.
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● The administration has the authority by law to approve or disapprove student absences.
If an absence does not fall into one of these four categories, it is an unexcused
absence.

Tardies
Learning begins from the time the first bell rings in the morning to the last bell of the day. It is
important that students are on time to class. If a student earns a fourth unexcused tardy in a
class during a nine-week grading period, the student will be required to make up that time in
detention. Teacher will monitor tardies and assign detention.

Unexcused Absences
The State of Colorado has adopted two definitions of “habitually truant” students: 1) Four
unexcused absences in any 30-day period, and 2) Ten unexcused absences in any school
year.  We can think of these definitions as thresholds.  Once students meet or exceed these
thresholds, they are “habitually truant.” Keep in mind that an unexcused absence is any
unexcused absence, single period or all day. Within (10) days after accruing (4) unexcused
absences or a total of (10) absences, a conference with the student, parent, administration,
and/or staff will be conducted to formulate an Attendance Contract to improve attendance.

Leaving during the school day
A student leaving school during the school day for any reason must be signed out by their
parent or guardian with the Attendance Office or the absence will be considered unexcused.  A
student must also be in attendance in order to participate in an extra-curricular activity on that
day.

Make-up work
It is the student’s responsibility to make up any work that has been missed because of an
excused absence or tardy.  The student will have one day to make up work for every day
missed from school. Any late make-up work will receive a maximum of 50% of the full value.
Make-up work for students will be gathered upon parent request to the office. Parents are
encouraged to call the school ahead of time to check on whether their child’s homework is
available.  Parents can also access Schoology to see assignments, etc. Requests for make-up
work will be made available the following day after school.

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS in the following areas
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Cafeteria

● Enter and exit the cafeteria through the east glass doors.
● Wait in line in the order you arrived in the cafeteria.
● Be PRIDEful, try to say “Please” and “Thank you.” Keep your body and personal

possessions to yourself. Maintain a safe and respectful noise level.
● Space at each table is first-come-first-serve, and school staff have the right to sit

students at a table if room is needed or other concerns exist. Students need to
remain seated at their table until they are dismissed from the cafeteria. Students are
allowed to retrieve condiments, use microwaves, and get water without staff
permission.

● All food and beverages need to remain in the cafeteria. No food or drink (open
containers) will be allowed outside.

● Students need to clean their tables and space before leaving the cafeteria.
● Students will need staff permission to use the restroom.

Field
● Behave in a safe manner. keep bodies and personal possessions to yourself, provide

other students with the safe space they need to play games.

Back to Table of Contents 15



● Remain visible within the designated recess areas and receive adult permission to leave
that area.

● Use field equipment in a safe manner.
● Field equipment must be checked out from the office.  Students will be required to leave

an ID or personal item with the front office in order to check out equipment. Upon
returning the equipment to the office, students will get their ID’s back.

● Students are not allowed on elementary playground equipment during school hours.
● Dress appropriately for the outdoor weather as all students will be on the field during

lunch.

Conduct, Rules, and Discipline Information
The following hyperlinks provide access to details regarding specific school district policies
regarding student conduct and discipline:
Mesa County Valley School District 51 JIC STUDENT CONDUCT

Mesa County Valley School District 51 JICDA CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT

Student Discipline at East Middle School
● East Middle School staff promote Positive School Discipline, providing a comprehensive

approach that uses discipline to teach rather than punish and, as a result, helps
students succeed and thrive in school.

● EMS staff promote positive student behavior while preventing negative and risky
behaviors.  These practices promote student learning, address the cause of a student's
misbehavior and improve positive behavior skills and overall student and school
success.

● We afford students due process which allows them an opportunity to provide their side
of the story as it relates to discipline and investigations of misconduct.  Every incident is
investigated in order to provide students with fair and consistently implemented
discipline.

● Our goal is to assist the student in restoring any harm done to a person or property. All
incidents are handled on an individual basis; and disciplinary consequences can
range from warnings to suspensions to expulsion depending on the severity of the
incident.

Colorado House Bill 1203, “Safe Schools Legislation,” stipulates that schools must provide a
learning environment that is safe, free from disruptions, and conducive to learning in every
way.  Teachers and students have the right to teach and learn in an environment that is void of
interruptions/disruptions so that learning is at an all-time high.  Disruptive behavior will be dealt
with using the District Discipline Matrix.

Bullying/Harassment
Mesa County Valley School District 51 JICDE BULLYING PREVENTION AND
EDUCATION :

D51 Bullying Video

Dress Code
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● Dress Code:
○ Clothing cannot be degrading to any race, creed religion or sex.
○ Clothing cannot cause a danger to students and their peers.  Shoes must be

worn at all times.
○ Clothing cannot contain or promote drugs, alcohol, sexual behavior,

discrimination, racial stereotyping, weapons, guns, and or gang affiliation.
○ Hats, beanies, bandanas, sunglasses, and other clothing items that hinder a

person from being identified are not permitted to be worn inside the school
building.

○ Sweatshirts with hoods, commonly known as “hoodies”, may be worn inside the
building, but the sweatshirt’s hood may not cover any portion of a student’s head
or face.

○ Clothing may not show a student’s underwear or private parts (private parts
include but are not limited to breasts, buttocks, and bellies, etc.) of a student’s
body.

○ Appropriate street clothes should be worn at school (For example, pajamas and
slippers would not be considered appropriate)

○ Principals reserve the right to make a judgment regarding dress code violations
when it is controversial.

Consequences for students in violation of our dress code:
1. Students will call home for a change of clothing or change into something else at

school. The behavior will be documented as a first violation of the dress code.
2. Students who are habitual in their dress code offenses will face consequences that may

include detention, and/or suspensions.

Mesa County Valley School District 51 Dress Code Policy JICA-Student Dress Code

Drugs and Alcohol
East Middle School provides education to support students with making safe and healthy
decisions regarding alcohol, drugs, and other controlled substances. A cooperative effort must
be made among the school’s staff, students, parents, and community members including local
agencies such as law enforcement and human services.

The possession, distribution, sale, or use of alcohol, drugs and other controlled substances, or
their facsimiles is harmful to the social, emotional, and physical wellbeing of students and the
school’s community members and is a serious violation of law and punishable by fine and/or
imprisonment.  Students are required to obey local, state, and federal laws on and off the
school’s campus, and have the same rights and responsibilities as every other citizen to report
violations of the law.  Students possessing, distributing, buying, selling, or using alcohol, drugs,
or other controlled substances prohibited by law on school premises or at school-sponsored
activities should be reported immediately to the law enforcement and school officials.

Drugs & Tobacco Free Schools
Tobacco products on school campus or at school related activities will be dealt with in
accordance with School Board Policy ADC:
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The Board believes that tobacco smoke in the school and work environment is not conducive
to good health. As an educational organization, the district should provide both effective
educational programs and a positive example to students concerning the use of tobacco
products.

Vape pens or vaporizer pens are not allowed at school or in District 51.  They will be treated as
either cigarettes and or drug paraphernalia.

The Board believes that tobacco smoke in the school and work environment is not conducive
to good health. As an educational organization, the district should provide both
effective educational programs and a positive example to students concerning the use of
tobacco products. In order to promote the general health, welfare, and well-being of students
and staff, smoking, chewing, vaping, or any other use of any tobacco products by staff,
students, or members of the public is prohibited on all school property. Possession of any
tobacco product by a student is also prohibited on school property. For purposes of this policy,
the following definitions shall apply:
1. "School property" shall mean all property owned, leased, rented or otherwise used by the
school district, including but not limited to the following:

a. All interior portions of any building or other structure used for instruction,
administration, support services, maintenance or storage. The term shall not apply to
buildings used primarily as residences.
b. All school grounds over which the school exercises control including areas
surrounding any building, playgrounds, athletic fields, recreation areas and parking
areas.
c. All vehicles used by the district for transporting students, staff, visitors or other
persons.

Electronic devices, including cell phones and earbuds or headphones, are subject to
the following rules and regulations.
Students are permitted to use cell phones and other devices before and after school outside
the building.  During school hours, cell phones and devices are not to be used and are
required to be stored in backpacks/front office as well as turned off. Parents/guardians may
contact the office if they need to speak with their child.  The office will get the student out of
class and or send them a note notifying them about a message. The only exception to this rule
is if teachers request or allow students to use their cell phones for educational purposes while
in the classroom. If devices are seen out of a backpack, they will be sent to the front office for
confiscation.

Mesa County Valley School District 51 JICJ STUDENT USE OF CELL PHONES AND OTHER
PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Possession of electronic devices by a student is a privilege which may be forfeited by any
student not abiding by the terms of this policy. Students who use electronic devices to record
and/or video teachers or students without permission may result in suspension or expulsion.

This parent and student handbook information serves as a first notice/warning about
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how students may use school and personal electronic devices while in school or
attending school activities while providing details about the rules and discipline associated
with East Middle School’s cell phone/electronic device use policy.

School District Policies identify: “The school will not be responsible for any electronic devices
when lost, stolen or confiscated.  School district policy personal electronic devices are items
that are frequently lost or stolen. Students who possess or use such devices while on district
property or while attending school or school–sponsored activities do so at their own risk. The
district is not responsible for the security and safekeeping of these items and assumes no
responsibility, financial or otherwise for any damage, destruction, or loss of such devices, or for
loss of or damage to the contents or data contained therein.

Similarly, the District assumes no responsibility for loss, destruction or damage to personal
electronic devices or data contained therein as a result of or in connection with any
confiscation or search of such devices pursuant to this Policy.

Procedures for notification and violation of this policy:
● First Notice - This occurs during the students’ handbook orientation and when the

student and the parent signs off on this school expectation.
● Second Notice - Staff member confiscates the electronic device and delivers it to

the office where the student can pick it up at the end of the school day.
● Third Notice - Staff member confiscates the electronic device and delivers it to the

office where it is held until parents can pick it up.
● Fourth Notice - A meeting with the parent will be required before releasing the

electronic device back to the parent along with developing a plan to help the student.
Admin will assign a detention for noncompliance.

● Continued violations will result in students losing privileges with bringing a cell
phone to school. Consequences will be determined by school.

Gangs and Secret Societies
The Board of Education desires to keep district schools and students free from the threats
or harmful influence of any groups or gangs which advocate drug use, violence, disruptive
behavior, or intimidation of persons based on their religious beliefs, race or ethnicity. The
principal or designee shall maintain supervision of school premises, school vehicles and
school-related activities to deter gang intimidation of students and confrontation between
members of different gangs. The superintendent or designee shall establish open lines of
communication with local law enforcement authorities so as to share information and
provide mutual support in this effort.

Gang or Hate Symbols: The Board prohibits the presence on school premises, in school
vehicles and at school-related activities of any apparel, jewelry, accessory, notebook or
manner of grooming which by virtue of its color, arrangement, trademark or any other
attribute denotes membership in gangs or which symbolizes advocacy of drug use,
violence, disruptive behavior, or intimidation of persons based on their religious beliefs,
race or ethnicity. This policy shall be applied at the principal's discretion after consultation
with the superintendent or designee as the need for it arises at individual school sites.
Mesa County Valley School District 51 JICF SECRET SOCIETIES/GANG ACTIVITIES

Public Displays of Affection
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East Middle School Staff prioritize learning and safety.  Students are expected to demonstrate
self control and respect for themselves and others as it pertains to public displays of affection.

Students are asked to be PRIDEful toward their school community members and may not
romantically hug, hold hands, kiss, or engage in other intimate or sexualized behaviors with
each other on school grounds or at school sponsored events.

Restorative Practices
East Middle School has a Restorative Practices Learning Center where students receive
assistance to academically, socially and emotionally succeed and thrive in school.
This video, Repairing our schools through restorative justice: Jean Klasovsky at
TEDxWellsStreetED, provides an excellent summary of why EMS engages Restorative
Discipline, Practices and Justice.

Sexual Harassment
Mesa County Valley School District 51 JBB SEXUAL HARASSMENT
Sexual harassment committed by a student, at school or while engaged in a school related
activity, shall be deemed a serious violation of Board policy and shall subject the offending
student to disciplinary action, which may include suspension or expulsion. Sexual
harassment may include, but is not limited to the following:

○ Sex-oriented verbal “kidding,” abuse or harassment.
○ Pressure for sexual activity.
○ Repeated remarks to a person with sexual implications.
○ Unwelcome touching, such as patting, pinching or constant brushing against

the body of another.
○ Suggesting or demanding sexual involvement, accompanied by implied or

explicit threats concerning one’s grades or similar personal concerns.
○ Verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature may constitute sexual

harassment when the allegedly harassed person has indicated, by his or her
conduct, that it is unwelcome.

○ A person who has initially welcomed such conduct by active participation
must give specific notice to the alleged harasser that such conduct is no
longer welcome in order for any such subsequent conduct to be deemed
unwelcome.

Weapons Violations
Mesa County Valley School District 51 JICI DANGEROUS WEAPONS IN THE SCHOOLS
Carrying, bringing, using or possessing a dangerous weapon in any school building, on school
grounds or other district property, when being transported in vehicles owned or dispatched by
the district or the district’s transportation contractor, at any school-sponsored or
district-sponsored activity or event, or off school property when the conduct has a reasonable
connection to school or any district curricular or non-curricular event without the authorization
of the school or the school district is prohibited. An exception to this policy may be made for
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students participating in an authorized extra curricular activity or team involving the use of
firearms.
As used in this policy, “dangerous weapons” means:

a. A firearm, whether loaded or unloaded;
b. Any pellet or bb gun or other device, whether operational or not, designed to propel
projectiles by spring action or compressed air;
c. A fixed blade knife with a blade that measures longer than three inches in length or a
spring loaded knife or a pocket knife with a blade longer than three and one-half inches,
or
d. Any object, device, instrument, material, or substance, whether animate or inanimate,
used or intended to be used to inflict death or serious bodily injury including, but not
limited to a slingshot, bludgeon, brass knuckles or artificial knuckles of any kind.

The principal may initiate expulsion proceedings for students who carry, bring, possess or use
a dangerous weapon in violation of this policy. In accordance with federal law, expulsion shall
be mandatory for no less than one full calendar year for a student who is determined to have
brought a firearm to or possessed a firearm at school in violation of this policy. The
Superintendent may modify the length of this federal requirement for expulsion on a
case-by-case basis.

2022-2023 ATHLETICS

At East Middle School, we believe that students will achieve higher academic success if they
are involved in athletics and extracurricular activities and we strongly encourage you to get
involved.

● Fall Athletics:
○ Girls Volleyball for 7th and 8th grade students
○ Boys Basketball for 7th and 8th grade students

● Winter Athletics:
○ Girls Basketball for 7th and 8th grade students
○ Boys and Girls Wrestling for 7th and 8th grade students

● Spring Athletics:
○ Girls and Boys Track for 7th and 8th grade students

● Sportsmanship:

MCVSD Middle Schools cheer for their team and not against the opponents or officials. The
teams playing this afternoon remind you that sporting behavior is taking pride in your school,
your team and yourself. Please enjoy the game without taunting, and through the positive
encouragement of your team. Sportsmanship Video
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Extracurricular Activities:

Extracurricular Activities can have a profound impact on your success throughout your middle
school years.  Please, contact the office if you are interested in participating in any of the
following activities:

● MESA club (Math, Engineering, Science Achievement)
● Girls on the Run club
● Spelling Bee
● LEGO club
● Bike club
● Destination Imagination

STUDENT PROGRAMS and SERVICES

Special Education
In accordance with state and federal laws, the District provides a wide range of services to
students ages 3 through 21, who qualify for special education and/or related services
because of a disability. Such students receive services based on individualized
education program specifically formulated to meet their needs. Individualized education
plans take into consideration relevant information and data concerning the student from a
variety of sources, including parents, educators, and other professionals. If you believe
your child may have an emotional, physical, intellectual or mental disability, please contact
her/his teacher or a school administrator as soon as possible.

Gifted/Talented
Middle school students identified for higher levels of academic challenge are offered
additional learning opportunities at their regular school site through the Gifted/Talented
Program. This program helps students expand their creative and critical thinking skills and
sharpen independent study skills, and provides opportunities for students to probe more
deeply into content areas of interest. Research shows children often display gifted behavior
around topics that interest them. Through exploration of enrichment programs, additional
content areas in which a student may be gifted or talented may be discovered. Please
direct questions about Gifted/Talented programs to your child’s teacher.

Backpacks

East Middle School has adopted a “No Backpack Policy” as it pertains to allowing backpacks in
cafeterias, auditoriums, turf, or places where a large number of students or individuals might
congregate. Consequently, backpacks should be stored in classrooms or with the student
throughout the school day. The only exception to this policy is if a student needs to carry a
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backpack with them throughout the day as part of their IEP, 504 plan, or the school’s
administration specifically grants an individual student exception to this school policy.

BYOD (Bring Your Own Device)
While the District uses filtering technology and protection measures to restrict access to
inappropriate material, it is not possible to prevent all such improprieties.  It will be each
student’s responsibility to follow the rules for appropriate and responsible use as it pertains to
using their devices on District 51 property.  Access to the DISTRICT 51 network is a privilege,
and administrators and faculty may review files and messages to maintain system integrity and
ensure that users are acting responsibly.  For more information, review the District BYOD
Policies and Procedures found on our website under the Parents/Community tab.

Breakfast & Lunch
Breakfast and lunch is served daily.  Information regarding free and reduced lunch can be
found on the district website.

Gum, Soda Pop, Energy Drinks, Coffee

Students are permitted to have soda pop and energy drinks during lunch or with specific
teacher permission.  If these items cause a disruption of the school’s environment, those
disruptions will be dealt with on an individual basis. Gum is specifically NOT PERMITTED
in Band, Choir, Orchestra, or Physical Education.

Bus Procedures
○ Keep your hands and feet to yourself
○ Stay seated
○ Keep noise to a minimum
○ Follow driver directions
○ Earbuds are required when listening to music
○ Vaping is prohibited
○ Classroom conduct is expected.

If you have questions regarding the bus or transportation, please contact Darrah Barnes.

Darrah Barnes
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Terminal Manager
Student Transportation of Colorado
970-697-1050

Campus
The school campus includes the main building, elective building, gymnasium, modular, and
all exterior buildings and grounds including Washington Park. Once students are on the
identified campus they are not permitted to leave until the end of the school day unless they
have been granted permission from school officials who have received permission from
parents/guardians. Parents and guardians are permitted to sign students off campus
through the front office. The main entrance to the school is accessible through the
courtyard.

Skateboards, Bicycles, Scooters and Rollerblades
Skateboarding, rollerblading and cycling are not allowed on campus before, during, or after
school. Bicycles, scooters, skateboards, and roller blades may be used after the student
leaves the campus. When heading east off campus, the student must pass the backstop or
playground equipment before riding.  When heading west, the student must be past the
school grounds before riding.

Lockers
Students are encouraged to bring school essentials in their backpacks.

Library
Fines and Charges: There shall be no fees for the use of the school library/media center.
Books shall be provided to students on a loan basis; no rental fee will be assessed for
library books used in the classroom or for reference.

Charges will be assessed to those who checkout materials (or their parents or guardians) if
necessary for overdue, destroyed, damaged, or defaced materials.  Students and their parents
or guardians shall be assessed charges as follows:

Books: The charge for a lost book is $25.00 regardless of the price of the book.
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Damaged Materials and Equipment: The charge for materials with minor damage will be
made at the discretion of the librarian with a maximum charge of $5.00.  If rebinding is
necessary, the rebinding charge will be included as well.

Overdue Materials: All materials:  $.10 per day. The maximum charge for overdue
materials will be $5.00 or one-half the cost of the materials, whichever is less.  No overdue
fines will be charged if the library materials are due during an excused absence.  The
student must validate with the librarian/library secretary his or her excused absence.

NOTE: Students and their parents or guardians will be billed for unpaid school debts at the
conclusion of the school year or upon withdrawal from school attendance.  Any charge due to
any school in the system not paid at the end of the school year will be carried forward to the
next succeeding school year, as such debts are considered to be debts owed to the school
system and not to a particular school.

Electronic Equipment: The library also makes electronic equipment available for check-out
such as e-readers, cameras, and video cameras.  Students are responsible for making sure
that equipment is returned in the same condition that it was when borrowed.  Students will be
charged for repair or replacement costs if the equipment is damaged.

Visitors

Upon entering the building, all visitors must report to the Main Office with identification and
use the electronic check-in system. After doing so, all visitors must visibly wear a visitor
pass during the entire time they are on campus.

Students from other District 51 Schools may not visit EMS when school is in session unless
approved by school administration.

Parents are welcome to visit our school. An advance notice is requested if parents wish to
shadow their students in the classroom.

Change of Address/Phone Number
● Please change your address in Parent Vue via the District website or bring in a copy

of a current utility bill or lease and the front office can assist you with this change.

Educational Records Request
● Educational records can be requested at our school or through Student Records.  A

valid id is required at both locations.

Field Trips
.

○ Field Trips are scheduled through our district transportation office and within the
guidelines from our District.  Field trip information is sent home with the students,
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and a permission slip will accompany this information.  Dates, times, and location
as well as deadlines are detailed. Health Assistants are to be informed at a
minimum of two weeks before a field in order to make health accommodations

○ https://www.mesa.k12.co.us/board/policies/documents//ijoa-r.pdf

Lost and Found
● Lost and found is located in our cafeteria.  Please see the front office for assistance.

Releasing of Students
● Students will exit out the appropriate door for their grade level.

School Hours
7:47am-3:07pm

School Office Hours
7:15am-3:45pm

Health

Medication Policy
● Students may not carry ANY medication.  All medications must be checked into the

health office.  Medication must be in its original container and not expired.  All
prescription medication must be prescribed to the student and proper paperwork must
be filled out by the doctor.

Administering Medication on a Field Trip
● A staff member attending the field trip will administer the medication to your student.

Mental Health and Counseling Services

COUNSELING SERVICES

● Allysone Moore – Serves all students, but is assigned students whose last names fall
between (A-L)

● Dacia Ritterbush – Serves all students, but is assigned students whose last names fall
between (M-Z)

All counseling services are offered as part of the school mission at East Middle School to help
students develop academic, social/emotional, and career skills so that they may become
successful global citizens.
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School counselors support students' academic, career, and social/emotional development.
School counselors provide assistance and support to students and small groups of students
during times of transition, heightened stress, critical change, or other situations impeding
student success. School counselors do not provide therapy or long-term counseling. School
counselors respond to student mental health needs and assist students and families seeking
resources.

APPOINTMENT PROCEDURE
Initiated by:

● Students may request an appointment from the main office or by submitting a request
directly to their counselor via email or the EMS website.

● Staff and Parent requests
● Counselor request

SCHEDULE CHANGES
All schedules must be officially changed in the counseling office, and students need to refer to
Schoology to verify their current schedule.

A schedule change form will be available from the main office. The form must be completed
and returned to the front office within the schedule change request window that is identified on
the schedule change request form for each quarter. All scheduling forms will be time and date
stamped. Teachers may request a schedule change if there are extenuating circumstances
that warrant a schedule change and the school’s MTSS process is followed.  The principals
reserve the right to change classes of students based on extenuating circumstances.

Schedule changes may be considered at any time throughout the year when the academic
team of a student believes that a change of schedule will academically and/or
socially-emotionally benefit the student involved.  No schedule changes will be made without
first consulting all teachers and parents who are impacted by the change.

Parental Involvement

Fundraising
● Our in-house fundraiser consists of a $30 minimum donation.  For this donation, we will

be taking each student of those students to Bananas for a fun afternoon as a thank you.
The funds raised from this fundraiser will be used for CMAS, Enrichment Day, Pride
BBQ and student activities not funded by the district or instructional budget.

Volunteers

East Middle School and Mesa County Valley School District 51 Volunteers
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Safety
East Middle School conducts the following safety drills within the school year:

● 1 Site Safety Review.
● 2 Lockdown Drills.
● 1 Shelter-in-Place Drill.
● 1 Reunification.
● 11 Fire Drills Federal Mandate International Fire Code 405.2 (Schedule 1 per

month, 2 in the first two weeks for a total of 11 per year).

In the event that a parent or guardian is in the school when a drill occurs, they will be asked to
leave before the drill is initiated. If a parent is trying to access the school during a drill, they will
need to wait until the drill is over before trying to come into the school.  All doors will be locked
at all times.  If a real crisis was to occur, the District would notify parents as to the details for
reunification.

Emergency Alerts

● D51 Emergency Alerts

SAFE2TELL

● Safe2Tell

Instructional Information

Instruction: D51 Learning Model

Reporting Student Progress: Grading Practices
● All assignments, grades and feedback will be available in Schoology. Schoology can be

assessed through the D51 website or through the Parent tab on our East Middle School
website.

Calendar
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East Middle School
PRIDE

(Positive, Respectful, Integrity, Discipline, Effort)
2022-2023 School-Wide Expectations

Parent and Student Handbook Signature Form

_________________________________________ _____________
Student Name - Please Print                                                              Date

I, the undersigned, have read and understand the school-wide expectations
contained in the Parent/Student Handbook. Your initials on the following categories
below communicate that you and your child have read the Student Handbook.

_____ Attendance                                                _____ Library

_____ Cell Phone                                                 _____ Backpack

_____ Cafeteria                                                    _____ Bullying/Sexual Harassment

_____ Campus                                                     _____ Responsible Use Agreement

_____ Discipline                                                  _____ Skateboards, bikes, scooters

_____ Disruptive                                                  _____ Visitors

_____ Dress Code                                                _____ Weapons

_____ Drugs/Alcohol/Tobacco                         _____ Gang

_____ Electronic Devices                                    _____

Sign and return to your Advisory teacher.

__________________
Student Signature Date

________________________________________________________       __________________
Parent Signature Date
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